CHINA CYCLE

YOUNG WIFE : Never mind, my husband will fix that; he
knows everybody in Yokohama.

And so on : everybody else present knew what was going
on, and it must be admitted that the Great Man took it very
well. We were all very sorry for the young wife when she found
out afterwards the terrible consequence of the British custom
of not listening to names when introduced, but several of us
dined out on the story afterwards in Shanghai.

At the moment when we crossed the Indo-China border in
December 1939 I turned my back on Free China, after living
there for three and a half years, over two being years of war.
During those days in the empty Empress I had time to review
the respective losses and gains of both sides and their prospects
for the future. As the ideas I arrived at then did not sub-
stantially alter during my remaining year in the Far East, and
indeed remain much the same today, I shall record "them at
this point, for I had reached the close of a chapter.

China has been intelligently described as the " greatest mass
of people with a continuous history " in the world. This
definition, while conceding the magnitude and permanence of
China, denies her the grace of personality, the honour of nation-
hood. And this is where my intelligent commentator, and
perhaps the Japanese, made a mistake. True, the history of
China is full of dissension, and treachery and even treason have
their place in its pages ; but the very fact of her survival gives
the lie to the argument that she is mere multitude without
direction. The great mass of the Chinese people have always
automatically closed their ranks against any invader from
without, and engulfed or repelled him relentlessly in the fullness
of time.

If Japan really intended to establish a complete military,
political and economic hegemony over the whole of China,
which is doubtful, or even if she intended merely to secure for
herself immediate access to the more readily available resources
of minerals, agricultural produce, labour and military bases
which she required for the greater struggle against Europe
which she had in mind, it was anyway essential that she should
obtain the acquiescence of large elements of the population.
Without this she could not hope to succeed. I have already
mentioned the tendency of the main conflicting elements of
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